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Increasing Athletics Revenues

to Permit Continued Funding of Olympic Sports
and Protecting Athletes from Unscrupulous Agents

Supporter,

Last week, United States Senators Maria Cantwell, Corey Booker, and Richard
Blumenthal introduced the Student Athlete Fairness and Enforcement Act (SAFE
Act). This bill addressed several issues facing college sports, many of which The
Drake Group believes are instrumental in the passage of any federal law addressing
college sports.
 
For example, the SAFE Act seeks to amend the Sports Broadcasting Act of 1961 to
allow colleges and universities to pool broadcasting rights without the risk of
antitrust litigation. Currently, college conferences negotiate their own media
broadcasting rights deals separately. The bill seeks to allow all conferences to pool
their broadcasting rights, thereby commanding significantly higher rights fees in
exchange for using the revenue to support Olympic sports scholarships and roster
spots. The Drake Group believes that it is essential to take necessary steps to
ensure the protection and preservation of Olympic sports opportunities for college
athletes. Additionally, the SAFE Act seeks to limit the number of times an athlete
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can transfer without sitting out a year to only two times. The Drake Group believes
that policies like this enable college athletes to make more informed decisions
regarding transferring, which supports degree completion. The SAFE Act also seeks
to guarantee the availability of scholarship support for 10 years after an athlete’s
eligibility expires for athletes who do not graduate but wish to return to school to
complete their degrees. Further, the Act would require colleges and universities to
provide five-year-post-eligibility medical coverage for athletes who suffer athletic
injuries and require additional treatment.
 
The SAFE Act aims to address two other issues of concern to The Drake Group--the
lack of transparency in the process of becoming an agent and the lack of
transparency in athlete/agent contracts. The SAFE Act would amend the Sports
Agent Responsibility and Trust Act to require state registration of agents, require
that agents enter written representation agreements with athletes, and require that
contracts include the agent’s registration information and the fee charged by the
agent. The SAFE Act would cap agent fees to 5% of the value of the endorsement
contract and prohibit agent contracts from extending beyond an athlete’s collegiate
eligibility.
 
Currently, there are few formal requirements for an agent to represent a college
athlete in NIL transactions. Some states have athlete agent laws with different rules
that require sports agents to register with the state before representing an athlete.
Generally, anyone interested in representing a college athlete in NIL deals can do
so. This has raised concerns about protecting college athletes from being exploited
by unscrupulous agents. The Drake Group believes athlete/agent contracts should
include certain protections for college athletes.
 
The SAFE Act currently lacks bipartisan support, and it is uncertain how far this bill
will advance. What remains clear is that athlete-centered protection provisions are
crucial for any federal legislation to succeed. The Drake Group will work tirelessly to
ensure that federal laws prioritize the well-being of college athletes.
 
We hope you will support our efforts to ensure that any bill reaching the floor of
Congress includes strong athlete health and welfare protections. We are a 100
percent volunteer 501(c)(4) nonprofit organization funded by membership dues and
contributions from friends and supporters. If you're not already a member, we invite
you to consider joining us.

Gratefully,

Kassandra
Kassandra Ramsey, Esq.
President

Become a Member/Supporter
Here

        

Thank you for your support. Together, we can make a difference.

The Drake Group is a 501(c)(4) non-profit organization working to better educate the U.S. Congress and
higher education policy-makers about critical issues in intercollegiate athletics for the purpose of

ensuring that the promise of college athletics is realized for all stakeholders. Visit The Drake Group web
site to volunteer or support our Congressional advocacy work.
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