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CHRISTINE BRENNAN, Award-Winning National Sports Columnist for USA 
Today, commentator for CNN, ABC News, PBS NewsHour and National 
Public Radio, a best-selling author and a nationally-known speaker. Named 
one of the country's top 10 sports columnists by the Associated Press Sports 
Editors multiple times, she has covered the last 20 Olympic Games, summer 
and winter; winner of the 2020 prestigious Red Smith Award presented 
annually to a person who has made major contributions to sports journalism; 
the first woman sports writer at The Miami Herald in 1981 and the first 
woman to cover the Washington Football Team as a staff writer at The 
Washington Post in 1985.   

 

     

THE HONORABLE CORY BOOKER, United States Senator for New Jersey 
(invitation pending), has tackled some of the most difficult problems facing 
New Jersey and our country with an innovative, consensus approach. He is a 
national leader in the effort to fix our broken criminal justice system and end 
mass incarceration, helping craft the First Step Act, which became law in 
December 2018. He has also advocated for economic policy that expands 
opportunity, increases wages, limits corporate concentration, and cracks 
down on corporate practices like outsourcing, stock buybacks, and no-poach 
agreements that firms use to keep wages down.  Originally introduced in the 
116th Congress, his College Athletes Bill of Rights sets the standard for 
college athlete protection.



 

 

 

HOWARD BRYANT, Award winning journalist and author and Meadowlark 
Meda Producer.  Senior writer for ESPN, Executive Producer for HBO’s Back 
on the Record with Bob Costas, sports correspondent for NPR’s Weekend 
Edition Saturday  author of nine books, Full Dissidence: Notes From an 
Uneven Playing Field, The Heritage: Black Athletes, A Divided America and 
the Politics of Patriotism, The Last Hero: A Life of Henry Aaron, Juicing the 
Game: Drugs, Power, and the Fight for the Soul of Major League Baseball, 
Shut Out: A Story of Race and Baseball in Boston, the three-book Legends 
sports series for middle-grade readers, and Sisters and Champions: The True 
Story of Venus and Serena Williams.

 

 

 

BRENDAN COLE, Athletic Director at The Field School in Washington D.C.  
Cole is a former three-time team captain and twice all-conference 
defensive back at Hampton University, where he earned his bachelor’s 
degree in Strategic Communications with a minor in Political Science and a 
master’s degree in Sports Administration. Formerly, he was Assistant Athletic 
Director and Head Boys Basketball Coach at Christchurch School.   

 

 
 

 
 

 
TAMMI GAW, MS, ATC, Esq. Founder, Advantage Rule, LLC, and member of 
The Drake Group Board of Directors.  She heads a consulting group focused 
on athlete health and safety, with an emphasis on amateur athletes’ rights. 
As one of only a handful of professionals licensed as both an attorney and an 
athletic trainer, her career has included in-house counsel positions, non-
profit management and board participation, and C-suite level work with 
integrated planning for large and medium scale sporting events. Tammi is an 
international speaker on issues around sports business, law, medicine, and 
social justice. 
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